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necessary administrative and engineering ex-
penses in connection with the Inter-American 
Highway program. 

(Pub. L. 85–767, Aug. 27, 1958, 72 Stat. 909.) 

[§ 213. Repealed. Pub. L. 100–17, title I, § 133(e)(1), 
Apr. 2, 1987, 101 Stat. 173] 

Section, Pub. L. 85–767, Aug. 27, 1958, 72 Stat. 911, re-
lated to construction of Rama Road in Republic of 
Nicaragua. 

§ 214. Public lands development roads and trails 

(a) Funds available for public lands develop-
ment roads and trails shall be used to pay the 
cost of construction and improvement of such 
roads and trails. 

(b) Funds available for public lands develop-
ment roads and trails shall be available for adja-
cent vehicular parking areas and for sanitary, 
water, and fire control facilities. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–866, § 6(b), Oct. 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 
1147; amended Pub. L. 97–424, title I, § 126(d), Jan. 
6, 1983, 96 Stat. 2115.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 97–424 struck out subsec. (c) 
which provided for prior approval by the Secretary of 
all projects for public lands development roads and 
trails and for general supervision by the Secretary of 
their construction. 

§ 215. Territorial highway program 

(a) Recognizing the mutual benefits that will 
accrue to the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, and to the United States from 
the improvement of highways in such territories 
of the United States, the Secretary is authorized 
to assist each such territorial government in a 
program for the construction and improvement 
of a system of arterial highways, and necessary 
interisland connectors designated by the Gov-
ernor of such territory and approved by the Sec-
retary. Federal financial assistance shall be 
granted under this subsection to such territories 
upon the basis of a Federal contribution of 100 
per centum of the cost of any project. 

(b) In order to establish a long-range highway 
development program, the Secretary is author-
ized to provide technical assistance for the es-
tablishment of an appropriate agency to admin-
ister on a continuing basis highway planning, 
design, construction and maintenance oper-
ations, the development of a system of arterial 
and collector highways, including necessary 
interisland connectors, and the establishment of 
advance acquisition of right-of-way and reloca-
tion assistance programs. 

(c) No part of the appropriations authorized 
under this section shall be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure with respect to any territory 
until the Governor enters into an agreement 
with the Secretary providing that the govern-
ment of such territory (1) will design and con-
struct a system of arterial and collector high-
ways, including necessary interisland connec-
tors, built in accordance with standards ap-
proved by the Secretary; (2) will not impose any 
toll, or permit any such toll to be charged, for 
use by vehicles or persons of any portion of the 

facilities constructed or operated under the pro-
visions of this section; (3) will provide for the 
maintenance of such facilities in a condition to 
adequately serve the needs of present and future 
traffic; (4) will implement standards for traffic 
operations and uniform traffic control devices 
which are approved by the Secretary. 

(d)(1) Three per centum of the sums authorized 
to be appropriated for each fiscal year for carry-
ing out subsection (a) of this section shall be 
available for expenditure only for engineering 
and economic surveys and investigations, for 
the planning of future highway programs and 
the financing thereof, for studies of the econ-
omy, safety, and convenience of highway usage 
and the desirable regulation and equitable tax-
ation thereof, and for research and development, 
necessary in connection with the planning, de-
sign, and maintenance of the highway system, 
and the regulation and taxation of their use. 

(2) In addition to the percentage provided in 
paragraph (1) of the subsection, not to exceed 2 
per centum of sums authorized to be appro-
priated for each fiscal year for carrying out sub-
section (a) of this section may be expended upon 
request of the Governor and with the approval of 
the Secretary for the purposes enumerated in 
paragraph (1) of this subsection. 

(e) None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated for carrying out this section shall be ob-
ligated or expended for maintenance of the high-
way system. 

(f) The provisions of chapter 1 of this title that 
are applicable to Federal-aid primary highway 
funds, other than provisions relating to the ap-
portionment formula and provisions limiting 
the expenditure of such funds to the Federal-aid 
systems, shall apply to the funds authorized to 
be appropriated to carry out this section, except 
as determined by the Secretary to be inconsist-
ent with this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 91–605, title I, § 112(a), Dec. 31, 
1970, 84 Stat. 1720; amended Pub. L. 95–599, title 
I, § 129(f), Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2708; Pub. L. 
96–106, § 9, Nov. 9, 1979, 93 Stat. 798; Pub. L. 
100–17, title I, § 133(b)(16), Apr. 2, 1987, 101 Stat. 
172.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–17 inserted reference in 
first sentence to Commonwealth of the Northern Mari-
ana Islands. 

1979—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–106 substituted ‘‘chapter 
1’’ for ‘‘chapters 1 and 5’’. 

1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–599 substituted ‘‘100 per 
centum’’ for ‘‘70 per centum’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–599 effective with respect 
to obligations incurred after Nov. 6, 1978, see section 
129(h) of Pub. L. 95–599, set out as a note under section 
120 of this title. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEARS 
ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1979, 1980, AND 1982

Pub. L. 95–599, title I, § 104(a)(12), Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 
2691, provided that: ‘‘For carrying out section 215(a) of 
title 23, United States Code—

‘‘(A) for the Virgin Islands, not to exceed $5,000,000 
per fiscal year for each of the fiscal years ending Sep-
tember 30, 1979, September 30, 1980, September 30, 
1981, and September 30, 1982. 

‘‘(B) for Guam, not to exceed $5,000,000 per fiscal 
year for each of the fiscal years ending September 30, 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 11:47 Sep 07, 2006 Jkt 025005 PO 00000 Frm 00187 Fmt 5800 Sfmt 5800 C:\LRC\WORK\^PDFMAKE\USC23.04 ERIC


